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against unauthorized removal from a display counter . An 
insert module has an interstitial space shaped to accommo 
date the geometry of the wearable electronic . The insert 
module has an open configuration , in which the wearable 
gadget can be received into the interstitial space , and a 
closed configuration , in which the wearable gadget cannot 
be removed from the interstitial space . A universal cradle 
configured to receive the insert module . The universal cradle 
having an interlocked configuration in which the universal 
cradle is configured to retain the insert module in the closed 
configuration . A locking member is configured to immobi 
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MODULAR SECURITY CRADLE FOR The anti - theft device further includes a universal cradle . 
SAFEGUARDING AN ARTICLE OF The universal cradle has a first interlocking component and 
MERCHANDISE AGAINST THEFT a second interlocking component . The two interlocking 

components can be coupled in a sliding relation with respect 
PRIORITY CLAIM to one another . The first interlocking component has a first 

grip , and the second interlocking component has a second 
This non - provisional application claims priority to U.S. grip . Each grip is configured to receive at least a portion of 

Provisional Patent Application No. 62 / 960,952 filed on Jan. a surface , a corner , or an edge of the insert module . 
14 , 2020 by the same inventors . The universal cradle has an unlocked configuration , in 

which the grips of the first and the second components are 
BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION separated by a first distance sufficient to enable the insert 

module to be received into the grips . When the universal 1. Field of the Invention cradle is in an interlocked configuration , the first and the 
This invention relates to merchandise anti - theft devices . 15 second grips are separated by a second distance , shorter than 

the first distance , such that the insert module received into More specifically , it relates to a modular security cradle for 
safeguarding an article of merchandise against theft . the first and the second grips cannot be removed therefrom . 

Furthermore , in the interlocked configuration , the grips of 
2. Brief Description of the Related Art the universal cradle retain the insert module in the closed 

20 configuration , thereby restraining the insert module from 
Retailers often prefer to present their merchandise to transitioning into the open configuration . 

consumers in a way that allows the consumers to touch , The anti - theft device further includes a locking member 
inspect , and otherwise interact with the products at a display having a first retracted position and a second engaged 
counter . Many merchandise items , especially portable elec- position . When the locking member is in the retracted 
tronic devices , are relatively expensive and , therefore , are 25 position , the first and the second interlocking components of 
under a serious threat of theft . Retailers often face a dilemma the universal cradle are free to slide relative to one another . 
of balancing a need to interactively display their merchan- However , when the locking member is in the engaged 
dise to attract customers and increase sales with a need to position , the locking member restrains the first and the 
safeguard the merchandise against theft . second interlocking components against relative movement 

Wearable electronics such as smart watches and fitness 30 with respect to one another , thereby immobilizing the uni 
trackers are at a high risk of theft because they are expen- versal cradle in the interlocked configuration . 
sive and are in high demand . Wearable electronics are also To release the article of merchandise received within the difficult to secure at the point of display due to significant interstitial space of the insert module , the locking member variations in their shapes and sizes . Although there are numerous types of versatile anti - theft devices for safeguard- 35 must be transitioned into the first retracted position . Then , the universal cradle must be transitioned into the unlocked ing articles or merchandise having generally rectangular configuration , after which the insert module must be tran shapes — such as mobile phones and tablet computers — such 
anti - theft devices are not suited for securing wearable sitioned into the open configuration . Upon completion of 
devices . these steps , the article of merchandise can be removed from 

Currently , anti - theft devices for securing wearable elec- 40 the anti - theft device . 
tronics are generally designed to fit the geometry of a According to an aspect of the anti - theft device , one insert 
specific wearable electronic gadget . When a subsequent module can be swapped out for another insert module 
generation of wearable electronic gadgets is released , anti- having a second interstitial space , shaped to accommodate a 
theft devices designed for the previous generation may second , differently shaped article of merchandise . Although 
become obsolete . Considering the high pace of the market , 45 the interstitial space of each insert module may be shaped 
lack of versatility of the anti - theft devices constitutes a differently to accommodate different shapes of the articles of 
major inefficiency and may significantly delay a retailer's merchandise , the exterior shape and dimensions of each 
ability to securely display newly - released wearable electron- insert module are substantially the same . 
ics . In an embodiment , the insert module comprises first 

Thus , what is needed is a high - strength reusable modular 50 portion and a second portion , wherein the first portion and 
anti - theft device having an interchangeable , merchandise- the second portion are coupled together when the insert 
specific insert module that can be quickly designed , manu- module is in the closed configuration . In an alternative 
factured , and deployed in a cost - effective manner . embodiment , the insert module may be a single - piece com 

ponent . In other embodiments , the insert module may com 
SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 55 prise more than two portions . All of these variants fall within 

the scope of the invention . 
The problem stated above is now resolved by a novel and In an embodiment , the first interlocking component of the 

non - obvious anti - theft device for securing an article of universal cradle comprises a channel configured to receive 
merchandise . In an embodiment , the anti - theft device has an the second interlocking component . 
insert module having an interstitial space defined therein . 60 In an embodiment , the first and the second interlocking 
When the insert module is in an open configuration , the components of the universal cradle are configured to slide 
interstitial space of the insert module is accessible for receipt apart to transition the universal cradle into the unlocked 
or removal of the article of merchandise . On the other hand , configuration and configured to slide toward one another to 
when the insert module is in a closed configuration , the transition the universal cradle into the interlocked configu 
interstitial space is at least partially enclosed , such that the 65 ration . Furthermore , the first and second interlocking com 
article of merchandise received into the interstitial space ponents may be configured to decouple from one another 
cannot be removed therefrom . when the universal cradle is in the unlocked configuration . 
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The insert module may include a recess configured to manner , metal universal cradle 16 functions as a high 
receive a wireless charging device for supplying power to strength exoskeleton for plastic insert module 14 . 
the article of merchandise . As depicted in FIG . 1 , anti - theft device 10 comprises a 

In an embodiment , the universal cradle is configured to two - part assembly : ( 1 ) a high - strength metal universal 
couple to a pedestal anchored to a display surface . When the 5 cradle 16 , and ( 2 ) a low - cost , quick - to - fabricate interchange 
universal cradle is coupled to the pedestal , access to the able insert module 14 nested within universal cradle 16 . 
locking member is concealed . While universal cradle 16 is agnostic to the specific shape of 

The first and the second interlocking components of the wearable electronic 12 , interchangeable insert module 14 is 
universal cradle can be made of a metal or a metal alloy , designed specifically to accommodate the exact shape of 
while the insert module can be made of a polymer . wearable electronic 12 . 

A key aspect of an effective anti - theft device is its ability 
DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS to resist physical tampering . In anti - theft device 10 , univer 

sal cradle 16 provides the necessary structural strength to 
For a fuller understanding of the invention , reference achieve this objective . Accordingly , because universal 

should be made to the following detailed description , taken cradle 16 ensures sufficient structural strength of anti - theft 
in connection with the accompanying drawings , in which : device 10 , insert module 14 can be fabricated from a 
FIG . 1 is a perspective view of the anti - theft device lower - strength material , such as a polymer , without dimin 

according to an embodiment of the invention . ishing the ability of anti - theft device 10 to be impervious to 
FIG . 2A is a perspective view depicting a two - portion 20 physical tampering . This novel configuration of anti - theft 

insert module in an open configuration . device 10 achieves multiple advantages , some of which are 
FIG . 2B is a perspective view depicting the two - portion explained below . 

insert module in a closed configuration . First , anti - theft device 10 can be adapted to accommodate 
FIG . 3A is a perspective view depicting a single - compo- geometry of wearable electronic 12 simply by selecting an 

nent insert module positioned between two components of 25 insert module 14 designed specifically for wearable elec 
the universal cradle . tronic 12. When a retailer wishes to secure a different 
FIG . 3B is a perspective view depicting the single wearable electronic 12 , the retailer can swap out current 

component insert module secured within the universal insert module 14 for another insert module 14 , designed 
cradle . specifically for the wearable electronic 12 the retailer wishes 
FIG . 4A is a perspective view depicting the universal 30 to securely display . For example , when a new smartwatch 

cradle in an unlocked configuration . design is revealed , the retailer does not need to purchase an 
FIG . 4B is a top view depicting the universal cradle in the entire new anti - theft device to secure that new smartwatch . 

unlocked configuration . Instead , the retailer can simply order a new insert module 14 , 
FIG . 4C is an exploded front view depicting the universal which can be readily designed and fabricated specifically to 

cradle receiving the insert module and a wearable electronic . 35 accommodate the new smartwatch design . Then , the retailer 
FIG . 5 is an exploded perspective view depicting an can use new insert module 14 , in conjunction with the 

embodiment of the anti - theft device having a pedestal existing universal cradle 16 , to securely display the new 
anchored to a display surface . smartwatch using anti - theft device 10. Therefore , the present 
FIG . 6A is a perspective view of the anti - theft device invention obviates a need to purchase an entirely new 

secured to a pedestal . 40 anti - theft device 10 every time the design of wearable 
FIG . 6B is a front view of the anti - theft device secured to electronic 12 changes . Simply stated , the present invention 

a pedestal . enables a retailer to invest in universal cradle 16 and 
FIG . 6C is a side view of the anti - theft device secured to periodically order the exact insert module 14 needed to 

a pedestal . display the desired wearable electronic 12 while leveraging 
45 the investment in universal cradle 12 . 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE Second advantage of anti - theft device 10 is cost effi 
PREFERRED EMBODIMENT ciency . Because insert module 14 can be fabricated from a 

low - cost material , without sacrificing the ability of anti - theft 
In the following detailed description of the preferred device 10 to withstand tampering attempts , insert module 14 

embodiment , reference is made to the accompanying draw- 50 can be interchanged on - demand , without requiring signifi 
ings , which form a part hereof , and within which specific cant investment . 
embodiments are shown by way of illustration by which the Third advantage is that , due to being fabricated from 
invention may be practiced . It is to be understood that other plastic rather than metal , insert module 14 can be designed 
embodiments may be utilized and structural changes may be and produced quickly , enabling retailers to keep up with 
made without departing from the scope of the invention . 55 rapidly changing designs of wearable electronic 12 . 
FIG . 1 depicts an isometric view of an anti - theft device 10 Fourth advantage is unobtrusive appearance of anti - theft 

configured to secure an article of merchandise 12 , for device 10. In an embodiment , insert module 14 can be 
example a wearable electronic , such as a smartwatch . Anti- fabricated from an acrylic — thereby minimizing visual 
theft device 10 comprises an interchangeable insert module occlusion of wearable electronic 12 . 
14 nested within a high - strength universal cradle 16 . FIGS . 2A and 2B depict interchangeable insert module 14 

In an embodiment , high - strength universal cradle 16 is in more detail . FIG . 2A depicts insert module 14 in an open 
manufactured from a metal or a metal alloy , for example configuration , in which wearable electronic 12 can be placed 
aluminum or steel . On the other hand , insert module 14 may into an interstitial space within insert module 14 and 
be made from an inexpensive , easy - to - fabricate material , removed therefrom . In the embodiment depicted in FIGS . 
such as a polymer , for example a plastic . When insert 65 2A and 2B , insert module 14 comprises two interlocking 
module 14 is secured within universal cradle 16 , universal portions : a bottom portion 18 and a top portion 20. In this 
cradle 16 at least partially encases insert module 14. In this embodiment , bottom portion 18 comprises a plurality of 
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protrusions 22 defining the interstitial space therebetween electronic 12 therein . The single - component embodiment 
configured to receive wearable electronic 12 . may be particularly suited for a larger wearable electronic 12 

FIG . 2A depicts top portion 20 having a plurality of having a greater thickness . 
grooves 24 , complementary to the plurality of protrusions Next , FIGS . 4A - 4C depict universal cradle 16 configured 
22. Each groove 24 is configured to receive a corresponding 5 to receive insert module 14. Universal cradle 16 is transi 
protrusion 22. When top portion 20 is interlocked with tionable between an unlocked configuration , which is 
bottom portion 18 , as depicted in FIG . 2B , insert module 14 depicted in FIGS . 4A - 4C , and a locked configuration , 
is transitioned into a closed configuration . Top portion 20 is depicted in FIG . 1. In the embodiment depicted in FIGS . 
shaped such that , when it is coupled to bottom portion 18 , 4A - 4C , universal cradle 16 comprises a first interlocking 
top portion 20 at least partially encloses the interstitial space , 10 component 38 and a second interlocking component 40 . 
thereby immobilizing wearable electronic 12. In this man Interlocking components 38 and 40 have one or more grips 

42 configured to receive and retain insert module 14 . ner , in the closed configuration of insert module 14 , wear As depicted in FIG . 4C , in the unlocked configuration , able electronic 12 is sandwiched between top portion 20 and first and second interlocking components 38 and 40 are bottom portion 18. In this closed configuration , wearable 15 positioned such that grips 42 are separated by a distance 
electronic 12 cannot be removed from insert module 14 until sufficient to allow passage of insert module 14 therebetween . top portion 20 is at least partially disengaged from bottom In an embodiment , interlocking components 38 and 40 may portion 18 . be configured to detach from one another , as depicted in 

It the embodiment depicted in FIGS . 2A and 2B , top FIG . 4C . To secure insert module 14 within universal cradle 
portion 20 comprises two retaining members 26. Retaining 20 16 , insert module 14 is placed within grips 42 of first 
members 26 are configured to engage edges , corners , and / or interlocking member 38. Insert module 14 is shaped such 
surfaces of wearable electronic 12 , thus restraining wearable that it securely fits within grips 42 of universal cradle 16 , 
electronic 12 against unauthorized removal from the inter- ensuring that when universal cradle 16 is in the locked 
stitial space of insert module 14. Notably , as depicted in configuration , insert module 14 cannot be removed there 
FIG . 1 , retaining members 26 do not obstruct the touch- 25 from . Furthermore , when universal cradle 16 is in the locked 
screen of wearable electronic 12 , so that a prospective configuration , grips 42 restrain bottom and top portions 18 
customer has full access thereto . Furthermore , top portion 20 and 20 of insert module 14 against being separated from one 
may comprise two low - profile bridges 28 connecting retain- another . In this manner , universal cradle 16 retains insert 
ing members 26. In the closed configuration of insert module module 14 in the closed configuration , depicted in FIG . 2B . 
14 , bridges 28 do not obstruct the lateral sides of wearable 30 In this manner , wearable electronic 12 cannot be removed 
electronic 12 , thus ensuring that prospective customers and from the insert module 14 , while insert module 14 is secured 
retail staff have full access to control dials and / or buttons within universal cradle 16 . 
that may be disposed on the lateral sides of wearable After insert module 14 is placed into grips 42 of first 
electronic 12 . interlocking member 38 , second interlocking member 40 is 
FIGS . 2A and 2B further depict that bottom portion 18 35 coupled to first interlocking member 38 , and grips 42 of both 

includes a recess 32. In an embodiment , recess 32 is used to interlocking members 40 and 38 engage insert module 14 . 
hold an inductive wireless charging device for supplying This is the interlocked configuration of universal cradle 16 . 
power to wireless electronic 12. To that end , bottom portion In this interlocked configuration , insert module 14 cannot be 
18 further includes one or more channels 34 configured to removed from grips 42 of universal cradle 16 , until inter 
receive a charging cable for connecting the wireless charger 40 locking members 38 and 40 are separated from one another 
to a power source , such as an electrical outlet . FIG . 2B also and insert module 14 is released from grips 42 . 
depicts that top portion 20 and bottom portion 18 may be Interlocking components 38 and 40 can be configured to 
shaped such that when they are interlocked , they are con- couple with one another using a variety of means known in 
figured to leave open one or more apertures 36 on the lateral the art . In the exemplary embodiment depicted in FIGS . 
sides of insert module 14 , wherein apertures 36 are config- 45 4A - 4C , first interlocking component 38 has a pair of oppo 
ured to accommodate a wristband of wearable electronic 12 , site channels 44 configured to receive a base plate 46 of the 
as shown in FIG . 1 . second interlocking component 40. A lock member 48in 

FIGS . 3A and 3B depict an alternative embodiment , in this embodiment , a set screw- is used to immobilize second 
which insert module 14 may comprise a single component , interlocking component 40 relative to first interlocking 
rather than two separate portions 18 and 20. FIG . 3A depicts 50 component 38 to retain universal cradle 16 in its interlocked 
that single - component insert module 14 has an interstitial configuration . Other means of coupling interlocking com 
space configured to receive wearable electronic 12. FIG . 3B ponent 38 and 40 and other types of locking members 48 are 
depicts that , in the closed configuration , this single - compo- known in the art and fall within the scope of this invention . 
nent insert module 14 is secured within universal cradle 16 . In an embodiment , universal cradle 16 is manufactured of 
In this embodiment , the structure of universal cradle 16 itself 55 a high - strength material , such as a metal or a metal alloy . 
at least partially encloses the interstitial space , thereby Therefore , grips 42 of universal cradle 16 cannot be easily 
preventing unauthorized removal of the wearable electronic broken using brute manual force or conventional manual 
12. In this manner , grips 42 of universal cradle 16 are tools . Accordingly , insert module 14 cannot be forcefully 
configured to engage corners , edges , or a surface of wear- removed from universal cradle 16 without first unlocking 
able electronic 12 , thereby immobilizing wearable electronic 60 universal cradle 16. Moreover , as explained above , while 
12 within the interstitial space of insert module 14 . insert module 14 remains within universal cradle 16 , top and 

In the embodiment depicted in FIGS . 3A and 3B , single- bottom portions of insert module 14 cannot be separated 
component insert module 14 comprises only bottom portion from one another , and , therefore , wearable electronic 12 
18. Alternatively , single - component insert module 14 may cannot be removed from anti - theft device 10 . 
comprise only top portion 20. In either configuration , the 65 Because universal cradle 16 at least partially encases 
structure of universal cradle 16 at least partially encloses the insert module 14 , the high - strength material of universal 
interstitial space of insert module 14 to immobilize wearable cradle 16 provides structural reinforcement for insert mod 
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ule 14. As explained above , insert module 14 can be manu- 38 and 40 are interlocked together by sliding base plate 46 
factured from a lower - strength material that avails itself to of the second interlocking component 40 into corresponding 
rapid manufacturing at a lower cost - for example , a poly- channels 44 of first interlocking component 38. Locking 
mer — which enables retailers to replace insert module 14 member 48 is transitioned into its engaged position , in which 
quickly and efficiently . Because insert module 14 is made of 5 locking member 48 immobilizes first and second interlock 
a polymer , redesigning the shape of the interstitial space of ing components 38 and 40 in the locked configuration . At 
insert module 14 to accommodate the geometry of a specific this point , insert module 14 is secured within grips 42 of 
wearable electronic 12 can be accomplished on - demand . universal cradle 16. Finally , after insert module 14 is secured 
This aspect of the invention ensures a perfect custom fit of within the locked universal cradle 16 , universal cradle 16 is 
insert module 14 with respect to wearable electronic 12. The 10 secured to pedestal 50 by inserting hooks 52 of universal 
precision of the fit is important for both security and cradle 16 into corresponding apertures 54 . 
customer experience when the customer interacts with wear- To initiate releasing wearable electronic 12 from anti - theft 
able electronic 12 . device 10 , a key or other tool must be inserted into opening 

While the shape of the interstitial space of insert module 56 of pedestal 50 to unlock the locking mechanism of 
14 is customized to accommodate a specific wearable elec- 15 pedestal 50 to release universal cradle 16. Only then is 
tronic 12 , the exterior shape of insert module 14 remains access port 49 on locking member 48 revealed . Next , a 
unchanged . For this reason , insert modules 14 are inter- semi - specialized tool must be used to transition locking 
changeable because the exterior shape of every insert mod- member 48 into its retracted position to release interlocking 
ule 14 is always complementary to the shape of grips 42 of members 38 and 40 from one another . Then interlocking 
universal cradle 16 , ensuring a secure fit . 20 members 38 and 40 must be separated to release insert 

In an embodiment , the interstitial space of insert module module 14 from grips 42. Only after all these steps have 
14 can be shaped to accommodate a security sensor . The been completed , top and bottom portions 20 and 18 of insert 
security sensor can be configured to generate an alarm signal module 14 can be separated from one another to release 
responsive to detecting an unauthorized removal of the wearable electronic 12 . 
wearable electronic gadget , thereby providing an additional 25 As evident from the disclosure provided above , anti - theft 
level of theft protection . device 10 provides multiple layers of security : ( 1 ) wearable 
FIGS . 5 and 6A - 6C depict that universal cradle 16 may be electronic 12 is secured within a custom - fit insert module 14 

configured to be locked to a pedestal 50 anchored to a and cannot be removed therefrom until top portion 20 is 
display counter . This functionality can be accomplished by separated from bottom portion 18 i.e. , insert module 14 is 
disposing a plurality of hooks 52 onto the bottom surface of 30 transitioned into its open configuration ; ( 2 ) insert module 14 
first interlocking component 38 of universal cradle 16. These is reinforced with a high - strength universal cradle 16 , and 
hooks 52 are sized and constructed to be received into the therefore is configured to withstand tampering attempts , ( 3 ) 
complementary apertures 54 disposed on a top surface of insert module 14 cannot be opened unless it is removed from 
pedestal 50 , as depicted in the exploded view provided in universal cradle 16 ; ( 4 ) insert module 14 cannot be removed 
FIG . 5. The locking mechanism for securing universal cradle 35 from universal cradle 16 unless interlocking components 38 
16 to pedestal 50 may be of a type disclosed in the U.S. Pat . and 40 of universal cradle 16 are released from one 
No. 10,323,440 entitled " Anti - Theft Device Having an another - i.e . , universal cradle 16 is transitioned into its 
Interlocking Assembly For Securing an Article of Merchan- unlocked configuration ; ( 5 ) universal cradle 16 can only be 
dise , ” which is incorporated herein by reference . transitioned into the unlocked configuration by operating 
When universal cradle 16 is coupled to pedestal 50 , access 40 locking member 48 using a specialized tool ; ( 6 ) locking 

port 49 to locking member 48 is concealed . Thus , locking member 48 cannot be accessed unless universal cradle 16 is 
member 48 cannot be accessed or operated until universal removed from pedestal 50 to reveal access port 49 ; and ( 7 ) 
cradle 16 is removed from pedestal 50 , exposing access port removal of universal cradle 16 from pedestal 50 requires a 
49. To remove universal cradle 16 from pedestal 50 , specialized key or other tool . These multi - layer security 
locking mechanism disposed within pedestal 50 must be 45 features make undetected theft of wearable electronic 12 
unlocked using a specialized key or other tool inserted into extremely difficult and highly unlikely . 
an opening 56 disposed on pedestal 50 . The advantages set forth above , and those made apparent 

Furthermore , in an embodiment ( not depicted in the from the foregoing description , are efficiently attained . Since 
drawings ) one of the interlocking components of universal certain changes may be made in the above construction 
cradle 16 may be integrated directly into pedestal 50. In this 50 without departing from the scope of the invention , it is 
embodiment , pedestal 50 may have a feature extending intended that all matters contained in the foregoing descrip 
therefrom configured to complement the interlocking com- tion or shown in the accompanying drawings shall be 
ponent of universal cradle 16. In this manner , when the first interpreted as illustrative and not in a limiting sense . 
interlocking component of universal cradle 16 is locked to 
pedestal 50 , the feature extending from pedestal 50 engages 55 What is claimed is : 
insert module 14 , preventing its removal from universal 1. An anti - theft device for securing an article of merchan 
cradle 16 . dise , comprising : 
A method of securing wearable electronic 12 within an insert module ; 

anti - theft device 10 can be explained with reference to FIGS . an interstitial space defined within the insert module , 
4C and 5. First , wearable electronic 12 is placed into the 60 wherein the interstitial space is accessible for receipt or 
interstitial space defined within bottom portion 18 of insert removal of the article of merchandise when the insert 
module 14. Next , top portion 20 of insert module 14 is module is in an open configuration , and wherein the 
interlocked with bottom portion 18 , thus immobilizing wear interstitial space is at least partially enclosed when the 
able electronic 12 within the insert module 14. In the next insert module is in a closed configuration such that the 
step , insert module 14 is placed between grips 42 of first and 65 article of merchandise received into the interstitial 
second interlocking components 38 and 40 of universal space of the insert module cannot be removed there 
cradle 16. Then , first and second interlocking components from ; 
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a universal cradle having a first interlocking component 8. The anti - theft device of claim 1 , wherein the universal 
and a second interlocking component , wherein the first cradle is configured to couple to a pedestal anchored to a 
interlocking component and a second interlocking display surface . 
component are positionally adjustable relative to one 9. The anti - theft device of claim 8 , wherein access to the 
another ; locking member is concealed when the universal cradle is 

a first grip disposed on the first interlocking component coupled to the pedestal . 
and a second grip disposed on the second interlocking 10. The anti - theft device of claim 1 , wherein the first and 
component , wherein each of the first and the second the second interlocking components of the universal cradle 
grips is configured to receive at least a portion of a are at least partially made of a metal or a metal alloy . 
corner , a surface , or an edge of the insert module , 11. The anti - theft device of claim 1 , wherein the insert 
wherein the universal cradle has an unlocked configu- module is at least partially made of a polymer . 
ration in which the grips of the first and the second 12. An anti - theft device for securing an article of mer 
components are separated by a first distance sufficient chandise , comprising : 
to enable the insert module to be received into the first an insert module having an interstitial space shaped to 
or the second grip , and an interlocked configuration in receive the article of merchandise therein ; 
which the first and the second grips are separated by a a universal cradle having a first interlocking component 
second distance , shorter than the first distance , such and a second interlocking component , each of the first 
that the insert module received into the first and the and the second interlocking components having a grip 
second grips cannot be removed therefrom , wherein in 20 structured to receive the insert module , the universal 
the interlocked configuration , the first and the second cradle having an unlocked configuration in which the 
grips retain the insert module in the closed configura- grips of the first and the second interlocking compo 
tion , thereby restraining the insert module from tran nents are separated by a first distance sufficient to 
sitioning into the open configuration ; and enable the insert module to be placed therebetween or 

a locking member having a first retracted position , in 25 removed therefrom and an interlocked configuration in 
which the universal cradle is transitionable between the which the first distance between the grips is reduced to 
unlocked and the interlocked configurations , and a a second distance insufficient to permit removal of the 
second engaged position , in which the locking member insert module from the grips , and wherein the article of 
restrains the first and the second interlocking compo merchandise received within the interstitial space of the 
nents against relative movement with respect to one insert module cannot be removed therefrom while the 
another thereby immobilizing the universal cradle in insert module is positioned within the universal cradle 
the interlocked configuration ; and the universal cradle is in the interlocked configu 

wherein to release the article of merchandise received in ration ; and 
the interstitial space of the insert module from the a locking member having a first retracted position in 
anti - theft device , the locking member must be transi- which the first and the second interlocking components 
tioned into the first retracted position , the universal can move relative to one another such that the universal 
cradle must be transitioned into the unlocked configu cradle is transitionable between the unlocked and inter 
ration , and the insert module must be transitioned into locked configurations and a second engaged position in 
the open configuration . which the locking member is configured to immobilize 

2. The anti - theft device of claim 1 , wherein the insert the first and the second interlocking components of the 
module is a first insert module , and wherein the first insert universal cradle in the interlocked configuration by 
module can be replaced with a second insert module having restraining the first and the second interlocking com 
a second interstitial space shaped to accommodate a second , ponents against relative movement with respect to one 
differently shaped article of merchandise . another . 

3. The anti - theft device of claim 2 , wherein exterior 13. The anti - theft device of claim 12 , wherein the insert 
dimensions of the first insert module and the second insert module is a first insert module , and wherein the first insert 
module are substantially the same . module can be replaced with a second insert module having 

4. The anti - theft device of claim 1 , wherein the insert a second interstitial space shaped to accommodate a second , 
module comprises a first portion and a second portion , 50 differently shaped article of merchandise , wherein exterior 
wherein the first portion and the second portion are coupled dimensions of the first insert module and the second insert 
together when the insert module is in the closed configura- module are substantially the same . 
tion . 14. The anti - theft device of claim 12 , wherein the insert 

5. The anti - theft device of claim 1 , wherein the first module comprises a first portion and a second portion , 
interlocking component of the universal cradle comprises a 55 wherein the first portion and the second portion are coupled 
channel configured to receive the second interlocking com- together when the insert module is in the closed configura 
ponent . tion . 

6. The anti - theft device of claim 1 , wherein the first and 15. The anti - theft device of claim 12 , wherein the first and 
the second interlocking components of the universal cradle the second interlocking components of the universal cradle 
are configured to slide apart to transition the universal cradle 60 are configured to slide apart to transition the universal cradle 
into the unlocked configuration and configured to slide into the unlocked configuration and configured to slide 
toward one another to transition the universal cradle into the toward one another to transition the universal cradle into the 
interlocked configuration . interlocked configuration . 

7. The anti - theft device of claim 1 , wherein the insert 16. The anti - theft device of claim 12 , wherein the insert 
module comprises a recess configured to receive a wireless 65 module comprises a recess configured to receive a wireless 
charging device for supplying power to the article of mer- charging device for supplying power to the article of mer 
chandise . chandise . 
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17. The anti - theft device of claim 12 , wherein the uni 

versal cradle is configured to couple to a pedestal anchored 
to a display surface . 

18. The anti - theft device of claim 17 , wherein access to 
the locking member is concealed when the universal cradle 5 
is coupled to the pedestal . 

19. The anti - theft device of claim 12 , wherein the first and 
the second interlocking components of the universal cradle 
are at least partially made of a metal or a metal alloy . 

20. The anti - theft device of claim 12 , wherein the insert 10 
module is at least partially made of a polymer . 


