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ANTI-THEFT BRACKET WITH A
COMPRESSION GAP

PRIORITY CLAIM

This non-provisional patent application is a continuation-
in-part of and claims priority to U.S. Non-Provisional patent
application Ser. No. 17/707,512 filed on Mar. 29, 2022,
which claims priority to U.S. Provisional Patent Application
No. 63/167,420 filed on Mar. 29, 2021, which is incorpo-
rated herein by reference.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION
1. Field of the Invention

This invention relates to merchandise anti-theft devices.
More specifically, it relates to a non-obtrusive anti-theft
device for securing merchandise against theft, while leaving
at least one lateral side of the merchandise unobstructed.

2. Brief Description of the Related Art

Retailers often prefer to present their merchandise to
consumers in a way that allows the consumers to touch,
inspect, and otherwise interact with the products at a display
counter. Many merchandise items, especially portable elec-
tronic devices, are relatively expensive and, therefore, are
under a serious threat of theft. Retailers often face a dilemma
pertaining to how to interactively display their merchandise
to attract customers and increase sales, while, at the same
time, safeguarding the merchandise against theft.

Currently available anti-theft solutions generally involve
obtrusive and aesthetically unattractive devices such as
bulky brackets, steel cables, locks, and casings. Although
these security measures may effectively protect against theft,
they have a negative effect on the consumer shopping
experience by discouraging interaction with products and
may ruin the overall ambiance of a retail store. Furthermore,
anti-theft devices for electronic merchandise, such as smart-
phones and tablets, must not interfere with the functional
features of the merchandise.

Traditional anti-theft brackets retain merchandise by at
least partially capturing all four lateral sides thereof, thereby
immobilizing the merchandise within the bracket. This type
of anti-theft device, however, is not suitable to secure
foldable, rollable, or expandable electronic gadgets. Because
traditional anti-theft devices capture all lateral sides of the
electronic gadget, such traditional anti-theft device would
interfere with the hinge or other type of expandable mecha-
nism of the merchandise. Thus, what is needed is a non-
obtrusive anti-theft bracket configured to immobilize mer-
chandise while leaving at least one of its lateral edges
unobstructed.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The unresolved need stated above is now met by a novel
and non-obvious invention disclosed and claimed herein. In
an embodiment, the invention pertains to an anti-theft device
for securing an article of merchandise—for example, an
electronic gadget such as a smartphone or a tablet. The
anti-theft device is especially adapted for securement of
foldable, rollable, or expandable -electronic gadgets,
although the applications of the anti-theft device are not
limited to these types of articles of merchandise.
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In an embodiment, the anti-theft device comprises a
two-part bracket assembly having a first bracket member
and a second bracket member. The first bracket member has
a first lip configured to receive a lateral side of the article of
merchandise. When the lip of the first bracket member
receives a lateral side of the article of merchandise, the first
bracket member contacts both a back surface and a front
surface of the article of merchandise.

The second bracket member has a second lip. The second
lip is configured to receive a second lateral side of the article
of merchandise therein such that the second bracket member
contacts both the back surface and the front surface of the
article of merchandise. The first lip of the first bracket
member and the second lip of the second bracket member
may be configured to engage opposite lateral sides of the
article of merchandise.

To secure the article of merchandise, the first bracket
member is coupled to the article of merchandise by receiv-
ing the first lateral side thereof into the first lip and receiving
the protruding feature of the article of merchandise into the
first aperture. The second bracket member is coupled to the
article of merchandise by receiving the second lateral side of
the article of merchandise into the second lip. Each bracket
member has a length defined as a normal distance between
an inner surface of the lip of the bracket member and the
opposite edge of that bracket member. The sum of the
lengths of the first and the second bracket members is less
than a distance between the lateral sides of the article of
merchandise received within the first and the second bracket
members. In this manner, a gap is present between the first
bracket member and the second bracket member when the
first lip is in receipt of the first lateral side of the article of
merchandise and the second lip is in receipt of the second
lateral side thereof.

Next, the first and the second bracket members are
configured to be coupled together using a fastener, collec-
tively forming a bracket assembly. Operation of the fastener
reduces the width of the gap between the first and the second
bracket members, thereby causing the first lip and the second
lip to exert compressive forces onto the lateral sides of the
article of merchandise received therein. The fastener retains
the first and the second bracket members in the coupled
configuration. To release the article of merchandise from the
bracket assembly, the fastener must be operated to restore
the gap between the bracket members to its original width.

The first bracket member may further have an aperture
configured to receive a protruding feature (for example, a
camera lens module) of the article of merchandise. Engage-
ment between the outer contour of the protruding feature and
the inner contour of the aperture restricts the article of
merchandise against relative movement with respect to the
first bracket member in a plane parallel to a front and back
surfaces of the article of merchandise. To achieve a precise
alignment and fit between the protruding feature of the
article of merchandise and the aperture of the bracket
assembly, the bracket assembly may be custom-made to
correspond to the exact dimensions and shape of the specific
article of merchandise being secured.

In an embodiment, the article of merchandise has four
lateral sides—top, bottom, left, and right—and when the
bracket assembly is coupled to the article of merchandise, at
least one of four lateral sides is unobstructed by the bracket
assembly. The unobstructed lateral side may have a hinge, or
another type of mechanical connector, configured to enable
the article of merchandise to transition between a closed
configuration and an open or expanded configuration.
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The first bracket member and/or the second bracket
member may comprise an additional aperture configured to
receive a cable coupled to the article of merchandise. The
engagement between the cable connector and the additional
aperture may be utilized to further immobilize the article of
merchandise relative the bracket assembly.

Furthermore, the first bracket member may include a first
mounting block part and the second bracket member may
include a complementary second mounting block part.
When the first and the second bracket members are coupled
together, the first and the second mounting block parts
collectively form a mounting block, which may be used to
couple the bracket assembly to a pedestal. The mounting
block may be centered relative to the bracket assembly to
enable centered display of the article of merchandise in a
closed or folded configuration. Alternatively, the mounting
block may be offset relative to the bracket assembly,
enabling centered display of the article of merchandise in an
open/expanded configuration.

DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

For a fuller understanding of the invention, reference
should be made to the following detailed description, taken
in connection with the accompanying drawings, in which:

FIG. 1A is a perspective front view of a first embodiment
of the anti-theft device securing an article of merchandise.

FIG. 1B is a perspective back view of the first embodi-
ment of the anti-theft device securing the article of mer-
chandise.

FIG. 2A is a perspective front view of the first embodi-
ment of the bracket assembly in an uncoupled configuration.

FIG. 2B is a perspective front view of the first embodi-
ment of the bracket assembly in a coupled configuration.

FIG. 3 is perspective back view of the first embodiment
of the bracket assembly in a coupled configuration.

FIG. 4A is a perspective front view of a second embodi-
ment of the anti-theft device securing an article of merchan-
dise.

FIG. 4B is a perspective back view of the second embodi-
ment the anti-theft device securing the article of merchan-
dise.

FIG. 5A is a perspective front view of the second embodi-
ment of the bracket assembly in an uncoupled configuration.

FIG. 5B is a perspective front view of the second embodi-
ment to of the bracket assembly in a coupled configuration.

FIG. 6A is a perspective front view depicting an
uncoupled configuration of a bracket assembly with an offset
mounting platform.

FIG. 6B is a perspective front view depicting an article of
merchandise in a closed configuration mounted to a pedestal
via the offset mounting block.

FIG. 6C is a perspective front view depicting the article
of merchandise in an unfolded configuration centrally posi-
tioned relative to the pedestal.

FIG. 7A is a side view depicting an embodiment of the
bracket assembly in which the distance between the opposite
lateral sides of the article of merchandise exceeds the
collective length of the two bracket members, resulting in a
gap therebetween when initially deployed over the article of
merchandise.

FIG. 7B is a side view depicting the article of merchan-
dise being received into the bracket assembly with a fastener
connecting the first and the second bracket members.

FIG. 7C is a side view depicting the fastener being used
to reduce the width of the gap between the first and the
second bracket members, thereby causing the first and the
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second bracket members to apply compressive forces onto
the lateral sides of the article of merchandise.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
PREFERRED EMBODIMENT

In the following detailed description of the preferred
embodiment, reference is made to the accompanying draw-
ings, which form a part hereof, and within which specific
embodiments are shown by way of illustration by which the
invention may be practiced. It is to be understood that other
embodiments may be utilized and structural changes may be
made without departing from the scope of the invention.

FIGS. 1-3 depict an embodiment of an anti-theft device
having a two-part, non-obtrusive bracket assembly 12 con-
figured to secure an article of merchandise 14—for example,
a smartphone or a tablet. FIGS. 1A and 1B depict article of
merchandise 14 having four lateral sides: top, bottom, left,
and right. In the embodiment depicted in FIGS. 1A and 1B,
bracket assembly 12 engages front and rear surfaces of
article of merchandise 14 and, also, engages top, bottom,
and left lateral sides of article of merchandise 14, while the
right lateral side remains unobstructed.

In this embodiment, bracket assembly 12 comprises a first
bracket member 16 and a second bracket member 18. First
bracket member 16 has a lip 20. FIG. 1A depicts that lip 20
is configured to receive the top and left lateral sides of article
of merchandise 14. When these lateral sides are positioned
within lip 20, the edge of lip 20 engages the front surface of
article of merchandise 14. FIG. 1A further depicts that lip 20
may have cutouts 21 configured to accommodate features of
article of merchandise 14, such as a power button, volume
rocker, a camera lens, a light emitting diode (LED), etc.

FIG. 1B depicts that first bracket member 16 has an
aperture 22 configured to receive a protruding feature 24 of
article of merchandise 14, for example a camera lens mod-
ule. As explained in more detail below, when protruding
feature 24 resides within aperture 22 of first bracket member
16, engagement between protruding feature 24 and aperture
22 immobilizes first bracket member 16 and article of
merchandise 14 against movement relative to one another in
the x-y plane (plane parallel to the front and back surfaces
of article of merchandise 14).

FIG. 1A further depicts second bracket member 18 having
a lip 26 configured to receive the portion of the left lateral
side of article of merchandise 14 that is not secured by first
bracket member 16. Lip 26 also receives the bottom lateral
side of article of merchandise 14. In this embodiment,
second bracket member 18 is configured to attach to article
of merchandise 14 by capturing a power connector inserted
into a power port thereof. This functionality is achieved due
to second bracket member 18 having a recess 30 configured
to receive the power connector. Furthermore, recess 30 may
have a neck 32, which is sufficient to permit passage of a
power cable but not the power connector. In this manner, the
power connector is immobilized within recess 30 and cannot
be disconnected from article of merchandise 14 when sec-
ond bracket member 18 is attached thereto.

By immobilizing the power connector, bracket assembly
12 provides an additional securement point between article
of merchandise 14 and bracket assembly 12. Attempts to
remove article of merchandise from 14 from bracket assem-
bly 12 while the power connector is positioned within recess
30 and plugged into article of merchandise 14 will result in
extensive damage to article of merchandise 14, significantly
diminishing its value. In other words, the power port reten-
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tion feature is used both for physical securement and, also,
as a means of theft deterrent through benefit denial.

As depicted in FIGS. 1A and 1B, when first bracket
member 16 and second bracket member 18 are positioned
onto article of merchandise 14, first bracket member 16 and
second bracket member 18 are configured to be coupled
together, forming bracket assembly 12. FIGS. 1A and 1B
depict that bracket assembly 12 engages the rear and front
surfaces of article of merchandise 14, thereby immobilizing
article of merchandise 14 relative to bracket assembly 12 in
the z-axis (the axis normal to the front surface of article of
merchandise 14). Bracket assembly 12 also partially cap-
tures the top and the bottom lateral sides of article of
merchandise 14, thereby immobilizing article of merchan-
dise 14 against relative movement in a direction of the
y-axis.

With respect to the relative movement in a direction of the
x-axis, lip 20 and lip 26 of first and second bracket members
16 and 18 capture the left edge of article of merchandise 14,
thereby immobilizing article of merchandise 14 against
relative movement in the left direction of the x-axis. Finally,
engagement between protruding feature 24 of article of
merchandise 14 and aperture 22 of first bracket member 16
restrains relative movement of article of merchandise 14
relative to bracket assembly 12 in the x-y plane (including
the right direction along the x-axis), without obstructing the
right edge of article of merchandise 14. In the embodiment
depicted in FIG. 1B, aperture 22 receives a protruding
camera lens module positioned on the rear surface of article
of merchandise 14. The precise engagement between the
outer contour of protruding feature 24 and the inner contour
of aperture 22 ensures that bracket assembly 12 cannot be
removed from article of merchandise 14 through application
of a force in the x-y plane. In addition, engagement between
power connector and recess 30 further secures bracket
assembly 12 to article of merchandise 14 in the direction of
the x-axis.

FIGS. 1A and 1B depict that first bracket member 16 and
second bracket member 18 have complementary features
that interface together forming a mounting block 28. Mount-
ing block 28 may be used to anchor bracket assembly 12 to
a designated pedestal positioned within the retail store. In
this manner, bracket assembly 12 securely attaches article of
merchandise 14 to a display counter. As explained above,
article of merchandise 14 cannot be removed from bracket
assembly 12 without decoupling first bracket member 16
and second bracket member 18 from one another. When
bracket assembly 12 is attached to a pedestal, the fasteners
coupling first bracket member 16 and second member 18
may be concealed and/or may require a specialized tool,
thereby providing an additional layer of security.

FIG. 2A depicts first bracket member 16 and second
member 18 in a decoupled configuration. Because bracket
assembly 12 comprises two separate bracket members, each
bracket member can be placed onto the merchandise inde-
pendently, enabling aperture to be positioned over protrud-
ing feature 24 and lip 20 to receive the top lateral of article
of merchandise 14, while lip 26 receives the bottom lateral
side. After first bracket member 16 and second bracket
member 18 are independently positioned onto article of
merchandise 14, their mating surfaces abut one another,
enabling them to be coupled together, as depicted in FIG.
2B. In an embodiment, first bracket member 16 and/or
second member 18 may have threaded holes 38 configured
to receive fasteners 40 therein, thereby securely coupling
first and second bracket members 16 and 18 together,
thereby forming bracket assembly 12.
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FIG. 3 depicts a perspective rear view of bracket assembly
12. This view shows a slot 34 and an opening 36 disposed
within second bracket member 18. Opening 36 is structured
to be sufficiently large to permit passage of the power
connector therethrough, while slot 34 permits the power
connector to enter recess 30, wherein the power connector is
secured within recess 30 by neck 32. In a decoupled con-
figuration, second bracket member 18 can be attached to
article of merchandise 14 by aligning second bracket mem-
ber 18 with article of merchandise 14 in the direction of
x-axis and then sliding article of merchandise 14 downward
relative to second bracket member 18, such that the power
connector enters the corresponding power port of article of
merchandise 14. At this point, second bracket member 18 is
immobilized relative to article of merchandise 14 against
relative movement. Neck 32 of recess 30 ensures that the
power connector cannot be unplugged from article of mer-
chandise 14 while second member 18 remain coupled
thereto.

After bracket members 16 and 18 are positioned to
capture their respective features, bracket members 16 and 18
are coupled together using fasteners, adhesive, or any other
coupling means known in the art. After brackets members 16
and 18 are coupled together, article of merchandise 14 is
immobilized against movement in all directions relative to
bracket assembly 12. In this manner, article of merchandise
14 cannot be removed from bracket assembly 12 until first
and second bracket members 16 and 18 are separated from
one another.

FIGS. 4-6 depict another embodiment of the anti-theft
bracket. FIGS. 4A and 4B depict that, in this embodiment,
bracket assembly 42 is configured to secure a foldable article
of merchandise 44—for example, a foldable smartphone. To
allow article of merchandise 44 to close and open, bracket
assembly 42 must not obstruct, or otherwise interfere with,
a hinge 45 positioned at the left lateral side of article of
merchandise 44. For this reason, bracket assembly 42 cap-
tures only the right, the top, and the bottom lateral sides of
article of merchandise 44, leaving the left lateral side
unobstructed.

Analogously to the explanation provided for the embodi-
ment depicted in FIGS. 1-3, to effectively secure article of
merchandise 44, bracket assembly 42 must immobilize
article of merchandise 44 against all relative movement in
relation thereto. To that end, bracket assembly 42 comprises
a first bracket member 46 having a lip 50 configured to
receive the top lateral side of article of merchandise 44. Lip
50 has an edge configured to engage the front surface of
article of merchandise 44 when first bracket member 46 is
positioned thereon. Thus, because first bracket member 46
simultaneously engages the front and the rear surfaces of
article of merchandise 44, first bracket member 46 immo-
bilizes article of merchandise 44 against relative movement
in the direction of the z-axis. First bracket member 46
further comprises an aperture 52 configured to receive a
protruding feature 54 of article of merchandise 44. Engage-
ment between aperture 52 and protruding feature 54 immo-
bilizes article of merchandise 44 against relative movement
in the x-y plane relative to first bracket member 46.

Bracket assembly 42 further comprises second bracket
member 48. Second bracket member 48 has a lip 56 con-
figured to receive the bottom and right lateral sides of article
of merchandise 44. In this manner, second bracket member
48 immobilizes article of merchandise 44 against relative
movement in the downward direction along the y-axis and
the right direction along the x-axis.
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FIG. 5A depicts a decoupled configuration of bracket
assembly 42. To secure article of merchandise 44, first
bracket member 46 and second bracket member 48 must be
positioned onto article of merchandise 44 independently.
First bracket member 46 is positioned such that lip 50
receives the top lateral side of article of merchandise 44 and
aperture 52 receives protruding feature 54. Second bracket
member 48 is positioned such that lip 56 receives the bottom
lateral side and right lateral side of article of merchandise
44. At this point, mating edges of first bracket member 46
and second bracket member 48 contact one another and can
be coupled together, using one or more fasteners, adhesive,
electromagnets, or any other coupling means known in the
art. To that end, first bracket member 46 and/or second
bracket member 48 may include threaded holes 58 config-
ured to receive fasteners 60.

After first bracket member 46 and second bracket member
48 are coupled together, article of merchandise 44 is immo-
bilized within bracket assembly 42. Edges of lip 50 and lip
56 engage front surface of article of merchandise 44, thereby
immobilizing article of merchandise against movement rela-
tive to bracket assembly 42 in the direction of z-axis.
Likewise, because lip 50 and lip 56 engage top and bottom
lateral edges of article of merchandise 44, article of mer-
chandise 44 is immobilized against relative movement in the
direction of y-axis. Finally, bracket assembly 42 immobi-
lizes article of merchandise 44 against relative movement in
the x-y plane by capturing protruding feature 54 of article of
merchandise 44 into aperture 52. In this manner, bracket
assembly 42 is configured to secure article of merchandise
44 without interfering with the functionality of hinge 45.

FIG. 4B further depicts that bracket assembly 42 may
include a mounting block 62. After article of merchandise 44
is secured within bracket assembly 42, mounting block 48
can be coupled to a pedestal for display in a retail environ-
ment. Because bracket assembly 42 is designed to capture
protruding feature 56 (or a cavity/port) of article of mer-
chandise 44, bracket assembly 42 does not need to capture
all lateral sides of article of merchandise 44. In this manner,
bracket assembly 42 enables attractive and non-obtrusive
presentation of article of merchandise 44, without interfer-
ing with its functionality. Furthermore, because bracket
assembly 42 leaves at least one lateral side of article of
merchandise 44 unobstructed, bracket assembly 42 does not
interfere with the folding, rolling, or sliding functionality of
the merchandise.

FIG. 4B depicts that mounting block 62 is centered
relative to bracket assembly 42. This configuration enables
article of merchandise 44 to be displayed in a centered
configuration relative to the pedestal when article of mer-
chandise 44 is in a closed configuration. FIGS. 6 A-6C depict
a variant of bracket assembly 42, in which mounting block
62 is offset relative bracket assembly 42. This embodiment
is configured to mount article of merchandise 44 relative to
pedestal 64 in a position that centers article of merchandise
44 relative to pedestal 64 when article of merchandise 44 is
in its unfolded configuration, as depicted in FIG. 6C. In this
manner, store personnel may select a variant of bracket
assembly 42 based on the display preferences and needs of
a specific retail store.

Compression Gap

FIGS. 1A and 1B depict a gap at the interface between the
bracket members 16 and 18. This gap is referred to herein as
a compression gap 19 and is illustrated in more detail in
FIGS. 7A and 7B. In an embodiment of the bracket assem-
bly, the compression gap 19 is formed due to the length of
the article of merchandise 14 exceeding the distance
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between the inner surfaces of the lip 20 and the lip 26 when
the first and the second bracket members 16 are 18 are
brought into an abutting contact with one another. In other
words, the distance between the opposite lateral sides of the
article of merchandise 14 received within the lip 20 and the
lip 26 exceeds the sum of the distance d,, which is a normal
distance from the inner surface of lip 20 to the opposite edge
of'the first bracket member 16, and the distance d,, which is
a normal distance from the inner surface of the lip 26 to the
opposite edge of the second bracket member 18. FIG. 7A
depicts that the length of the article of merchandise 14
exceed the sum of the distances d, and d, by a distance d;,
which is the width of the compression gap 19.

FIGS. 7B and 7C depict a fastener 40 connecting the first
bracket member 16 and the second bracket member 18. As
the fastener 40 is threaded into the bracket members 16 and
18, the width of the compression gap 19 is reduced or
eliminated, thereby decreasing the distance between inner
surfaces of the lip 20 and the lip 26. As a result, the lip 20
and the lip 26 apply compressive forces 17a and 176 onto
the opposite lateral sides of the article of merchandise 14.
The compressive forces 17a and 175 cause the frame of the
article of merchandise 14 to undergo an elastic deformation,
thereby tightly securing the article of merchandise 14 within
the bracket assembly 12 without damaging the article of
merchandise 14. This tight securement prevents movement
of the article of merchandise 14 within the bracket assembly
12.

In addition, because the plane in which the fasteners 40
are positioned is offset relative to the plane in which the
overhang 20a of the lip 20 and the overhang 264 of lip 26
reside, tightening of the fasteners 40 results in moments 19a
and 1956 being exerted onto the overhangs 20a and 26a,
thereby causing the overhangs 20a and 26a to come into a
tight contact with the front surface of the article of mer-
chandise 14. In this manner, as the fasteners 40 are tight-
ened, a secure fit of the article of merchandise 14 within the
bracket assembly 12 is achieved. Furthermore, the compres-
sion gap 19 enables the bracket assembly 12 to account for
deviations in the dimensions of the article of merchandise 14
due to manufacturing tolerances. In an embodiment, the
fastener 40 has a low thread pitch count, so that as the
fastener 40 is threaded in, the compressive forces 17a and
17b are increased gradually, thus helping prevent excessive
compressive forces that could damage the article of mer-
chandise 14.

Although the compression gap 19 is discussed with
respect to the embodiment of the bracket assembly 12
depicted in FIGS. 1-3, the compression gap 19 is not limited
to this embodiment and can be implemented with the
embodiments depicted in FIGS. 4-6, as well as other dual-
component security brackets.

The advantages set forth above, and those made apparent
from the foregoing description, are efficiently attained. Since
certain changes may be made in the above construction
without departing from the scope of the invention, it is
intended that all matters contained in the foregoing descrip-
tion or shown in the accompanying drawings shall be
interpreted as illustrative and not in a limiting sense.

What is claimed is:

1. An anti-theft device for securing an article of merchan-
dise, comprising:

a first bracket member having a first lip configured to at
least partially receive a first lateral side of the article of
merchandise such that the first bracket member con-
tacts both a back surface and a front surface of the
article of merchandise, wherein a normal distance from
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an inner surface of the first lip to an opposite edge of
the first bracket member defines a first length;

a second bracket member having a second lip configured
to receive a second lateral side of the article of mer-
chandise therein such that the second bracket member
contacts both the back surface and the front surface of
the article of merchandise, the second lateral side of the
article of merchandise being opposite to the first lateral
side of the article of merchandise, wherein a normal
distance between an inner surface of the second lip to
an opposite edge of the second bracket defines a second
length;

wherein a distance between the first and the second lateral
sides of the article of merchandise exceeds a sum of the
first length and the second length such that a gap having
a width is present between the first bracket member and
the second bracket member when the first lip is in
receipt of the first lateral side and the second lip is in
receipt of the second lateral side, and

athreaded fastener having a longitudinal axis wherein the
threaded fastener extends between the first bracket
member and the second bracket member thereby bridg-
ing the gap therebetween and coupling the first and the
second bracket members to one another, wherein rota-
tion of the threaded fastener about the longitudinal axis
thereof in a first direction is configured to reduce the
width of the gap between the first and the second
bracket members, thereby causing the first lip and the
second lip to exert compressive forces onto the first and
the second lateral sides of the article of merchandise,
wherein the first and the second bracket members
collectively form a bracket assembly, and wherein to
release the article of merchandise from the bracket
assembly, the threaded fastener must be rotated about
the longitudinal axis thereof in a second direction to
restore the width of the gap.

2. The anti-theft device of claim 1, wherein the article of
merchandise has at least four lateral sides, and wherein the
bracket assembly is configured to leave at least one of the
four lateral sides unobstructed when the article of merchan-
dise is secured within the bracket assembly.

3. The anti-theft device of claim 2, wherein the at least one
of the four lateral sides unobstructed by the bracket assem-
bly has an opening mechanism that enables the article of
merchandise to transition between a closed configuration
and an open configuration.

4. The anti-theft device of claim 1, wherein the first
bracket member comprises an aperture configured to receive
a protruding feature of the article of merchandise thereby
restricting relative movement of the article of merchandise
relative to the bracket assembly.

5. The anti-theft device of claim 4, wherein the protruding
feature of the article of merchandise is a camera lens
module.

6. The anti-theft device of claim 1, wherein the first
bracket member or the second bracket member comprises an
opening configured to receive a cable connector for supply-
ing electrical power to the article of merchandise.

7. The anti-theft device of claim 1, wherein the first
bracket member comprises a first mounting block compo-
nent and the second bracket member comprises a second
mounting block component, wherein when the first and the
second bracket members are coupled together, the first and
the second mounting block components collectively form a
mounting block, and wherein the mounting block is config-
ured to be coupled to a pedestal.
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8. The anti-theft device of claim 7, wherein the first
mounting block component or the second mounting block
component comprises a screw-threaded opening configured
to receive the threaded fastener.
9. The anti-theft device of claim 7, wherein the mounting
block is disposed off-center relative to the bracket assembly,
such that the article of merchandise in an open configuration
is centered relative to the pedestal.
10. A method of securing an article of merchandise within
an anti-theft device, comprising:
placing a first lip of a first bracket member onto a first
lateral side of the article of merchandise such that the
first bracket member contacts both a back surface and
a front surface of the article of merchandise, wherein a
normal distance from an inner surface of the first lip to
an opposite edge of the first bracket member defines a
first length;
placing a second lip of a second bracket member onto a
second lateral side of the article of merchandise such
that the second bracket member contacts both the back
surface and the front surface of the article of merchan-
dise, the second lateral side of the article of merchan-
dise being opposite to the first lateral side of the article
of merchandise, wherein a normal distance between an
inner surface of the second lip to an opposite edge of
the second bracket defines a second length, and
wherein a sum of the first length and the second length
is less than a distance between the first and the second
lateral sides of the article of merchandise such that a
gap having a width is present between the first bracket
member and the second bracket member when the first
lip is in receipt of the first lateral side and the second
lip is in receipt of the second lateral side, and

rotating, in a first direction, a threaded fastener extending
between the first and the second bracket members and
bridging the gap therebetween, wherein rotation of the
threaded fastener in the first direction reduces the width
of the gap between the first and the second bracket
members, thereby causing the first lip and the second
lip to exert compressive forces onto the first and the
second lateral sides of the article of merchandise,
thereby securing the article of merchandise within a
bracket assembly collectively formed by the first and
the second bracket members, and wherein to release the
article of merchandise from the bracket assembly, the
threaded fastener must be rotated in a second direction
to restore the width of the gap.

11. The method of claim 10, wherein the article of
merchandise has at least four lateral sides, and wherein,
when the bracket assembly is coupled to the article of
merchandise, at least one of four lateral sides is unobstructed
by the bracket assembly.

12. The method of claim 11, further comprising the step
of transitioning the article of merchandise between a closed
configuration and an open configuration, by operating an
opening mechanism of the article of merchandise disposed
at the unobstructed lateral side thereof.

13. The method of claim 10, further comprising the step
of positioning a protruding feature of the article of merchan-
dise into an aperture within the first bracket member,
wherein engagement between the aperture and the protrud-
ing feature restricts relative movement between the bracket
assembly and the article of merchandise.

14. The method of claim 13, wherein the protruding
feature of the article of merchandise is a camera lens
module.
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15. The method of claim 10, further comprising the step
of passing a cable connector through an opening within the
first bracket member or the second bracket member and
coupling the cable connector to the article of merchandise.

16. The method of claim 10, further comprising the step
of coupling the bracket assembly to a pedestal, wherein the
first bracket member comprises a first mounting block
component and the second bracket member comprises a
second mounting block component, wherein the first and the
second mounting block components collectively form a
mounting block when the first and the second bracket
members are coupled together.

17. The method of claim 16, wherein the threaded fastener
is operatively received into a screw-threaded opening dis-
posed within the first mounting block component or the
second mounting block component.

18. The method of claim 16, wherein the mounting block
is disposed off-center relative to the bracket assembly, such
that the article of merchandise in an open configuration is
centered relative to the pedestal.

#* #* #* #* #*
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